Efficacy of recombinant bovine interleukin-2 as an adjunct to dry cow therapy.
Recombinant bovine interleukin-2 was tested as adjunct therapy to intramammary infusion of antibiotics at drying off. Cows were assigned randomly within three commercial herds to either recombinant bovine interleukin-2 or PBS treatment groups at drying off. Ninety-five cows received intramammary infusions of 1 mg of recombinant bovine interleukin-2 in each quarter immediately preceding intramammary infusion of a product for antibiotic therapy of dry cows. Ninety-four cows received intramammary infusion of 10 ml of endotoxin-free PBS in each quarter immediately preceding the antibiotic therapy. Cure rates for IMI present at drying off did not differ between cows treated with recombinant bovine interleukin-2 and those treated with PBS. Intramammary infusion of recombinant bovine interleukin-2 did not affect the rate of new IMI during the dry period. Milk production and SCC during the first 3 mo of lactation subsequent to therapy did not differ between treatment groups. Intramammary infusion of recombinant bovine interleukin-2 was not effective as an adjunct to antibiotic therapy for dry cows.